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The Empowering Education
Summit 2025 unites policymakers,
educators, industry leaders, and
innovators to shape ASEAN’s future
through skills and innovation.
Focused on harmonizing policies,
fostering innovation, and addressing
regional disparities, the summit
supports the ASEAN Year of Skills
2025, aimed at creating a skilled,
adaptive workforce. It highlights
the importance of education and
skills development in meeting

the demands of Industry 4.0,
driving sustainable development,
regional integration, and global
competitiveness.

Evaluate
Progress

Assess the
achievements

and challenges of
the ASEAN Work
Plan on Education
2021-2025, in
creating a cohesive
regional education
ecosystem.

Empower Skills Development

Promote strategies for equipping learners
with future-ready skills in alignment with
the ASEAN Year of Skills 2025.

Foster
Innovation

Highlight cutting-
edge technologies,
pedagogies,

and models to
revolutionize
learning and skills
development.

Shape The
Future

Develop actionable
strategies to prepare
ASEAN’s education
systems for 2030

Build Collaborations and beyond.

Strengthen partnerships between
governments, educators, and industry
for impactful, scalable solutions.

Obj

Bridge
Education and
Employment

Enhance
collaborations
between educators
and industries to
ensure alignment
with evolving
workforce demands.
and beyond.

ectives

For further enquiries, please email to mradhi@kasi.asia or wani@kasi.asia
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Session Summaries

OPENING KEYNOTE ADRESSS

PENANG AS THE EDUCATION
HUB FOR ASEAN

SPECIAL LUNCHEON ADDRESS

FOSTERING NATIONAL

UNITY THROUGH EDUCATION:
BUILDING BRIDGES IN OUR
SCHOOLS

Scan the QR
to Register Now.

FIRESIDE CHAT

EDUCATION 2030 IN ASEAN:
GLOBAL TRENDS AND REGIONAL
REALITIES

This interactive discussion will examine
emerging global trends shaping education,
such as digital transformation, inclusive
education policies, and climate change.
The speaker will share insights on aligning
ASEAN’s education strategies with global
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
fostering equity and resilience in the
region. It will also examine the role of skills
training in advancing SDGs, particularly in
promoting decent work (Goal 8).

£ 1G] linla)

SESSION ONE

THE ASEAN WORK PLAN
ON EDUCATION 2021 - 2025:
SYNERGIES AND PROGRESS

This session evaluates the achievements
of the ASEANWork Plan on Education
2021-2025, emphasizing how regional
collaboration can address common
challenges such as disparities in access,
curriculum harmonization, and teacher
training. It will include case studies

from member states that exemplify
successful regional initiatives and explore
pathways for enhanced integration.

It will also review the ASEAN Work

Plan’s contributions to TVET and STEM
programs as part of skills development
under the Year of Skills 2025 and highlight
regional cooperation in fostering skill
standards and certifications.

SESSION TWO

PREPARING ASEAN FOR
INDUSTRY 4.0: STEM, TVET AND
BEYOND

This session will highlight the critical role
of STEM and TVET in equipping ASEAN’s
workforce for the demands of Industry
4.0. Discussions will centre on innovative
STEM teaching methods, Al integration in
education, modernizing TVET curricula,
and fostering industry partnerships to
bridge the skills gap across the region.

It will also share success stories in
implementing skills-based learning aligned
with the ASEAN Year of Skills. It will also
share the innovative partnerships between
industries and education providers.

PARALLEL SESSION 3A

ENGLISH PROFICIENCY AND
CONNECTIVITY IN ASEAN

English proficiency serves as a key

driver for regional connectivity and
competitiveness. This session explores the
role of technology in enhancing language
acquisition, innovative assessment
methods, and cross-border collaborations
to standardize English education policies.

PARALLEL SESSION 3B

EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION ACROSS ASEAN:
CLOSING THE GAP

Early childhood education (ECE) is critical
for long-term development. This session
addresses challenges in urban-rural
disparities, participation rates, and quality
standards. It will also discuss successful
public-private partnership models that
enhance access and outcomes in ECE. It
will also discuss strategies for embedding
critical thinking, creativity, and adaptability
from early childhood education to prepare
for a lifetime of learning.

SESSION FOUR

TOWARDS AN INTEGRATED
ASEAN EDUCATION ECOSYSTEM

This session will delve into strategies

to strengthen ASEAN identity through
education. Key topics include promoting
cultural diversity, integrating ASEAN
languages and history into curriculums, and
building robust research networks to foster
innovation. The discussion will highlight
ways to create an inclusive and cohesive
education ecosystem across member
states. The panel will also share how to
promote cross-border frameworks for skill
certifications and training programs under
the ASEAN Year of Skills 2025.

KSl is an independent not-for-profit think tank dedicated to improve socio-economic wellbeing through the development of public policy ideas, research,
public interaction, and strategic insight. We provide policy advocacy, leadership development and strategic planning to policy makers and business

leaders. We are the leading curator of impactful and innovative high-level conferences and forums, providing platforms for the best minds to meet, interact,

KSI Strategic Institute
for Asia Pacific

www.kasi.asia

discuss issues and trends impacting on business and competitiveness.



Organized by Sponsored Partner Global Knowledge & Corporate Sponsors In Collaboration with
Learning Partner

KSI | EPSON | £oursera | §\UCSI' @ | ¥ e, NAPEL (i

for cam pus =" University Han

STRATEGICINSTITUTE
FORASIA PXCHIC

REGISTER NOW

Empowering Education
Summit 2025

OPENING ADDRESS KEYNOTE ADDRESS SPEC'QEI')-‘R’ES%“EON 'NngﬁkgggRY

YAB Chow Kon Yeow YB Fadhlina Binti Sidek YB Datuk Aaron Ago Tan Sri Michael Yeoh
Chief Minister of Penang Minister of Education, Dagang President, KSI Strategic
Malaysia Minister of National Unity, Institute for Asia Pacific
Malaysia
WELCOME REMARKS

Datuk Seri Mohamed Igbal Datuk Parmijit Singh
Rawther President, Malaysian
Chairman, The Economic Association of Private
Club of Kuala Lumpur (ECKL) Colleges and Universities
/ Deputy Chairman, KSI (MAPCU)
Strategic Institute for Asia
Pacific

£ Jo)v linlo

KS| Strategic Institute for www.kasi.asia
Asia Pacific




Global Knowledge & Corporate Sponsors

Learning Partner

coursera ‘ %S UCSI @

for campus University

Organized by Sponsored Partner

KSI | EPSON |

STRATEGICINSTITUTE
FORASIA PCIFIC

REGISTER NOW

Empowering Education
Summit 2025

In Collaboration with

& v s <
NV iemenes NAPEL (k1>

AT

Session 1: The ASEAN Work Plan on Education 2021-2025: Synergies and Progress

PANELLISTS

Assoc. Prof. Dr Muhamad
Saiful Bahri Yusoff

Director, Center for the
Development of Academic
Excellence (CDAE) & Assoc.

Professor, Department of
Medical Education, School of
Medical Sciences, Universiti
Sains Malaysia

Prof. Dr Lily Chan

Chief Executive and Vice
Chancellor of Wawasan Open
University (WOU)

Professor Dr Rogayah
bt A Razak

Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences & Liberal Arts, UCSI
University

Mr. Tan Boon Hiong

Dr. Mary Ann Harris
Senior Manager, Head of Sales
for Corporate and Government
Sector, Epson Malaysia Sdn Bhd

Executive Director,
StudyPENANG
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KSI Strategic Institute for
Asia Pacific

www.kasi.asia

MODERATOR

Datuk Seri Mohamed Igbal
Rawther

Chairman, The Economic Club of

Kuala Lumpur (ECKL) / Deputy

Chairman, KSI Strategic Institute
for Asia Pacific
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Session 2: Preparing ASEAN For Industry 4.0: STEM, TVET, and Beyond

PANELLISTS

Ts. Zakri Md. Salleh

Chief Technology Officer

Technology and Learning

Transformation Division,
Sarawak Skills

Assoc. Prof. Ts.
Dr. Lai Chee Sern

Deputy Director, Malaysia
Research Institute for
Vocational Education

and Training ( MyRIVET),

Universiti Tun Hussein Onn

Malaysia (UTHM)

Prof. Dr. Ramlee Mustapha

Head, TVET and Industry
Cluster / National Professor
Council, Universiti Pendidikan
Sultan Idris (UPSI)

Dr. Mazrina Binti Mohamed
Ibramsah

Deputy Director General,
Malaysia Productivity
Corporation (MPC)

Ts. Dr. Captain Manivannan
Subramaniam

Chief Executive, Akademi
Laut Malaysia

Associate Professor
Dr Subarna Sivapalan FRSA,
SFHEA

Associate Dean, Research and
Knowledge Exchange / Co-Chair,
UNESCO Chair in International
Education and Development,
University of Nottingham Malaysia

MODERATOR

Q

Mr. Andrew Chan

Director, Malaysia
Semiconductor Industry
Association (MSIA)

Dr. Hari Narayanan

Chief Executive Officer,
Penang Skills Development
Centre

Parallel Session 3A : English Proficiency and Connectivity In ASEAN

PANELLISTS

Y 4

Assoc. Prof.
Dr Beh Kok Hooi

Vice Chancellor, Han Chiang
University College of
Communication

Dato’ Satinah Syed Saleh

Ms Prabha Sundram

Head of Education, British
Council Malaysia

Adjunct Professor, University
of Cyberjaya / Director,
Melewar Learning Resources/
Direct English

MODERATOR

Prof. Dr. Sivabala Naidu

President, Malaysian
English Language Teaching
Association (MELTA) / Dean,
Faculty of Social Sciences,
Quest International University
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Parallel Session 3B: Early Childhood Education Across ASEAN: Closing The Gap

PANELLISTS

Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Mazlina Che Mustafa

Director, National Child
Development Research

Centre (NCDRC), Universiti

Pendidikan Sultan Idris

Prof. Dr. Anna Christina
Abdullah

Dean and Professor, School
of Education, Humanities and
Social Sciences, Wawasan
Open University

Ms. Leong Mi-Chelle

Principal, SEGi University &
Colleges, Penang

MODERATOR

Datuk Dr Chiam Heng Keng

Founding President, Early
Childhood Care & Education
Council Malaysia (ECCE)

FIRESIDE CHAT: : Education 2030 in ASEAN: Global Trends and Regional Realities

SPEAKER

Prof. Zita Mohd Fahmi

Vice Chancellor, Quest
International University

': y 4

MODERATOR

/

Tan Sri Michael Yeoh

President, KSI Strategic
Institute for Asia Pacific

Session 4: Towards an Integrated ASEAN Education Ecosystem

PANELLISTS
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Mr. Richard Lim
Vice-President,

Group Corporate Affairs,

UCSI Group

Mr. Tarun Nallu

Key Accounts Director,
Coursera for Campus

Prof. Dr. Ong Kian-Ming

Pro Vice-Chancellor for
External Engagement,
Taylor’s University

Ms. Hemalatha Murugiah

Chief Executive, INTI
International College Penang

MODERATOR

Mr. Stephen Lai

Chairman, Malaysia-China
(Greater Bay Area)
Science-Tech Innovation
Alliance



