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The World Women Economic and Business Summit has, since its inaugural edition in 2022,
established itself as a leading regional platform for convening women leaders, entrepreneurs,
policymakers, business executives, academics, and civil society actors to advance women's
leadership in economic and business transformation across Asia and beyond. Each successive
edition has deepened the agenda — from opportunity creation and empowerment in the early
years, through progress and parity, to digital transformation, sustainability, and inclusive
leadership. 

The 2026 summit builds on this trajectory at a pivotal moment. The global economy is being
restructured by digital technologies, artificial intelligence, climate pressures, shifting supply
chains, demographic change, and new geopolitical risks. Women are not merely participants in
this transformation. They are decision-makers, innovators, investors, founders, professionals,
workers, and community leaders whose contributions will determine whether the next
economy is inclusive, productive, and resilient. The time to establish that framing — and to act
on it — is now. 

This summit aims to position women at the centre of economic transformation by
strengthening their leadership in innovation, enterprise, digital economies, public policy,
sustainability, and inclusive growth — and to catalyse the partnerships and commitments
needed to translate that leadership into measurable outcomes. 

about.

Scan the QR to Register Now
2025 WWEBS is your platform to shape ideas, build
connections, and strategize for a thriving future.
Don’t miss it!
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about KSI

KSI is an independent not-for-profit think tank dedicated to improve socio-economic wellbeing through
the development of public policy ideas, research, public interaction, and strategic insight. We provide
policy advocacy, leadership development and strategic planning to policy makers and business leaders.
We are the leading curator of impactful and innovative high-level conferences and forums, providing
platforms for the best minds to meet, interact, discuss issues and trends impacting on business and
competitiveness
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program.
8.30am Arrival & Registration of Participants 

9.15am WELCOME SPEECH
DATUK SERI MOHD IQBAL RAWTHER

      Deputy Chairman, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific 
      Chairman, Economic Club of Kuala Lumpur

OPENING ADDRESS 
“The Role of Women in Penang's Social and Economic Development”

YAB Chow Kon Yeow  
      Chief Minister of Penang

Presentation of Excellence Awards

10.45am SESSION 1: WOMEN AND THE FUTURE ECONOMY
SHAPING COMPETITIVENESS, RESILIENCE AND GROWTH.

High-level panel addressing macroeconomic strategy, industrial transformation, trade, and investment — and the structural
reforms needed to unlock women’s full economic contribution at national and regional levels.

10.15am Morning Refreshments / Business Networking

11.45am SESSION 2:  WOMEN IN DIGITAL LEADERSHIP AND AI
CLOSING THE GAP, SHAPING THE FUTURE

Panel examining women’s participation in AI and the technology sector, digital skills development, ethical governance of
emerging technologies, platform economies, fintech, and women-led innovation ecosystems. 

12.50pm LUNCHEON PROGRAMME

GUEST-OF-HONOUR
YANG MULIA TOH PUAN RAJA DATO’ SERI UTAMA NOORA ASHIKIN BINTI RAJA ABDULLAH
CONSORT OF THE GOVERNOR OF PENANG

WELCOME REMARKS
Tan Sri Michael Yeoh 
 President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific

SPECIAL ADDRESS
“Role of Women In Leadership and Governance”

H.E. Atifete Jahjaga
      Former President of the Republic of Kosovo

SPECIAL ADDRESS by:
“Women a Driving Force for Tourism and the Creative Economy”

YB Wong Hon Wai 
Penang State EXCO for Tourism & Creative Economy

 

wwebs
Women Shaping the Next Economy
Leading Innovation, Resilience, & Inclusive Growth

26



2.45pm SESSION 3:  WOMEN, SUSTAINABILITY AND THE GREEN TRANSITION: 
LEADING THE CLIMATE ECONOMY

Panel addressing green jobs, climate-smart entrepreneurship, genderresponsive sustainable finance, circular economy
opportunities, and the conditions for a just and inclusive green transition. 

4.35pm SESSION 4: WOMEN IN CORPORATE LEADERSHIP, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND THE NEXT GENERATION
ACCELERATING THE PIPELINE.

Panel bringing together senior executives, women entrepreneurs, investors, and emerging leaders to address board
representation, leadership pipelines, access to capital for MSMEs, and mentorship pathways — with a focus on concrete,
accountable commitments. 

5.30pm End of Summit / Afternoon Refreshments
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Programme updated as of 12 June 2026 @ 7.00pm

3.55pm SPECIAL ADDRESS 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS  -

TAN SRI MICHAEL YEOH
PRESIDENT, KSI STRATEGIC INSTITUTE FOR ASIA PACIFIC
 
 
SPECIAL ADDRESS 

YB PUAN LIM HUI YING
Deputy Minister of Women, Family and Community Development, Malaysia



ROLE-PLAYERS

YAB Chow Kon Yeow 
Chief Minister of Penang, Malaysia

OPENING ADDRESS
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Tan Sri Michael Yeoh
President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific

WELCOME REMARKS

Datuk Seri Mohd Iqbal Rawther
Deputy Chairman, KSI Strategic Institute
for Asia Pacific 
Chairman, Economic Club of Kuala Lumpur
(ECKL)

WELCOME SPEECH

H.E. Atifete Jahjaga 
Former President of the
Republic of Kosovo

YB Wong Hon Wai 
Penang State EXCO  for Tourism &
Creative Economy

YB Puan Lim Hui Ying
Deputy Minister of Women, Family
and Community Development,
Malaysia

SPECIAL ADDRESSES
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SESSION 1: WOMEN AND THE FUTURE ECONOMY: SHAPING COMPETITIVENESS, RESILIENCE AND GROWTH

Ambassador Maria Castillo Fernandez
EU Special Envoy for the Indo-Pacific,
European External Action Service (EEAS)

Tan Sri Dr. Munir Majid
Chairman, CARI ASEAN Research and Advocacy 
President, ASEAN Business Club 
Chairman, KSI International Advisory Board 

SPEAKERS

H.E. Nineta Bărbulescu 
Ambassador of Romania to
Malaysia 

Dato’ Siobhan Das

MODERATOR

Ms. Philippa Cordi
First Secretary, Australian High
Commission, Malaysia

Ms. Hemalatha Murugiah
Chief Executive, INTI International
College Penang

Chief Executive Officer, American
Malaysian Chamber of Commerce
(AMCHAM) 

SESSION 2: WOMEN IN DIGITAL LEADERSHIP AND AI: CLOSING THE GAP, SHAPING THE FUTURE

Dr Carrine Teoh Chooi Shi
Chief Strategy Officer, Bond Holdings,
Malaysia

SPEAKER

Ts. Ng Kwang Ming
Chief Executive Officer,
Digital Penang Sdn Bhd

Dato’ Ng Wan Peng
Director, Digital Penang

Mr. Stephen Lai
Chairman, Malaysia-China
(Greater Bay Area) Science-
Tech Innovation Alliance 

Dr. Haniza Yon
Chief Executive Officer, Global
Psytech Sdn Bhd

Prof. M Nazri Muhd
Chief AI Architect & Advisor AI
& Design-Thinking (AIDT) Lab,
KSI Strategic Institute for Asia
Pacific

Prof. Annie Koh 
Professor Emeritus of Finance (Practice),
Singapore Management University 
EXCO Member, ASEAN Economic Club (AEC)

MODERATOR
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SESSION 3: WOMEN, SUSTAINABILITY AND THE GREEN TRANSITION: LEADING THE CLIMATE ECONOMY

Dato’ Shahira A. Bazari
Group Chief Financial Officer,
PBA Holdings Bhd

Ms. Arina Kok
Asia-Pacific Climate Change
Advisory Leader; Asean Climate
Change and Sustainability
Services Co-Leader; Malaysia
Climate Change and
Sustainability Services (CCaSS)
Leader; and Partner, Ernst &
Young Consulting Sdn Bhd

Prof. Dr Lily Chan
Chief Executive and Vice Chancellor,
Wawasan Open University (WOU)

SPEAKERS MODERATOR

Datin Dr. Vijayalakshmi
Samuel
CEO and Principal Consultant,
AGV Sustainability & ESG
Services Sdn Bhd

Puan Shareen Shariza
Binti Dato’ Abdul Ghani
Chairperson, Malaysian Green
Technology and Climate Change
Corporation (MGTC)

Prof. Dato’ Dr Aileen Tan Shau
Hwai, FASc
Honorary Professor, Centre for
Marine & Coastal Studies (CEMACS),
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)

SESSION 4: WOMEN IN CORPORATE LEADERSHIP, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND THE NEXT GENERATION:
ACCELERATING THE PIPELINE. 

Dato’ Seri Dr. Vaseehar Hassan
Abdul Razack
Executive Vice Chairman, KSI Strategic Institute
for Asia Pacific 
Regional Representative, Malaysia and South
East Asia, Dallah Albaraka Group, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

SPEAKER MODERATOR

Datin Norazizah Borhan
President, The International
Women Entrepreneurs of
Malaysia (IWEM)

Ms. Angie Ang
Managing Principal,
Affilion Advisory Sdn Bhd

Ms. Nancy Fortner
Managing Director, Fortner
Consulting Sdn Bhd

Dr. Mary Ann Harris
Head, Group Sustainability &
Advocacy, Khazanah Nasional Berhad

Ms. Jazz Tan
Founder & CEO, YouthsToday
COO, Xamble Group



Where Leaders Meet
For the Common Good Kingsley Advisory & Strategic Initiatives Sdn Bhd

A-08-01, Plaza Mont Kiara , 2, Jalan Kiara, Mont Kiara, 50480, Kuala Lumpur Malaysiawww.kasi.asia
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