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about the
Summit

Scan the QR to Register Now
This event is your platform to shape ideas, build
connections, and strategize for a thriving future.
Don’t miss it!

The 5th World Digital Economy and Technology Summit (WDET) 2026 arrives at a structural inflection point. AI is no
longer primarily a tool of digital assistance — it is becoming a force of autonomous execution, operating across both
digital and physical domains. The convergence of agentic systems, sovereign AI capacity, and the large-scale
deployment of embodied intelligence is beginning to reshape productivity, industrial policy, and economic
competitiveness in ways that go well beyond digital transformation. For ASEAN, the question is no longer whether to
engage with these systems, but how to govern, direct, and benefit from them at scale. WDET 2026 convenes senior
government, business, and technology leaders to turn strategic intent into concrete action. Building on a consistent
track record — the 2022 Kuala Lumpur edition, the 2nd WDET in Penang (2023), the 3rd in Jakarta (May 2024), and the
4th in Bangkok (2025) — WDET has established itself as a high-level, outcomes-focused platform for the digital
economy across Southeast Asia and beyond. 

Under the theme “Unleashing the Potential of AI and Digital Technology,” WDET 2026 is structured around four
priorities that sit at the intersection of this transformation — priorities now at the top of national and corporate
agendas across Southeast Asia, precisely because autonomous systems are making the cost of inaction higher:

[01]Strengthening Digital Cooperation & Transformation — 
unlocking partnerships, investment pathways, and scalable cross-border innovation. 

[02]Sovereign AI — 
treating AI capability as strategic infrastructure, with deliberate national choices on
data sovereignty, compute control, and domestic deployment.  

[03]Agentic AI & Its Implications — 
navigating the shift from assisted tools to autonomous systems, addressing
accountability, governance, liability, and workforce transition.   

[04]Digital Inclusion — 
closing gaps in digital education, connectivity, and digital health to ensure that
productivity gains extend to all communities.   

WDET 2026 is designed to be outcomes-driven rather than declaratory. Sessions are structured to surface practical
commitments, identify actionable partnership initiatives, and agree on governance and operating guardrails that can
be implemented within the next 6 to 12 months. This urgency is real: as agentic and embodied AI moves rapidly from
pilot to deployment across ASEAN, uneven readiness in data infrastructure, compute sovereignty, talent, and
governance will determine which economies and organisations shape the transition — and which are shaped by it. 
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KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific is a
leading, independent, non-profit Think Tank
committed to championing policy dialogue,
Asian thought leadership, strategic thinking
and promoting the sustainable development
goals. KSI aims to promote Knowledge, Strategy
and Innovation - hence the initials KSI. We bring
together government, business, civil society and
thought leaders to discuss issues of strategic
importance and foster senior leadership
exchanges and high level interaction. We
enhance dialogue between governments,
business and civil society.

We curate high level international forums,
industry summits and national forums and
produce reports and policy recommendations
to help build better nations and better societies.
In a Global Think Tank Index Report carried out
by the University of Pennsylvania, KSI is listed
among the world’s top 109th for Top Social
Policy Think Tanks. We believe in providing
ideas and solutions to economic, social and
leadership issues. We strongly believe in Public-
Private-People Partnership and support Planet,
People, and Prosperity

Core Focus Areas

Economic Competitiveness Strategic Analysis 
Business Strategy
Sustainable Development Goals 
National Unity
Global Governance 

E-Commerce 
Human Capital 
Intellectual Capital 
Social Capital
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8.00am Arrival & Registration of Participants  / Morning Refreshments

11.30am

12.45pm

OPENING CEREMONY

WELCOME REMARKS
Tan Sri Datuk (Dr.) Majid Khan

      Chairman, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific 
     
SPECIAL ADDRESS
“The Power of AI and Digital Transformation in A Disrupted and Uncertain World”

 Mr. N. R. Narayana Murthy 
      Founder, Infosys Ltd, India 
      Co-Chair, World Digital Chamber (WDC)

OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS
“Unleashing the Potential of AI and Digital Technology the Southeast Asia Inflection
Point”

YAB Datuk Amar Haji Fadillah bin Haji Yusof 
     Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Energy Transition and Water Transformation, 
     Malaysia 

Presentation of Excellence Awards

Lunch

9.00am SESSION 1: BEYOND DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 
ASEAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE AGE OF AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS

The frontier has shifted. Agentic AI, autonomous robotics, and embodied intelligence are
no longer confined to advanced economy labs — they are entering ASEAN’s
manufacturing floors, logistics networks, agricultural systems, and public services. This
session examines what that structural shift means for development strategy: how
autonomous systems alter the economics of industrialisation and productivity growth,
what it means for ASEAN nations to maintain strategic agency as these technologies are
deployed at scale, and how regional cooperation frameworks need to evolve to address
shared exposure to disruption. Speakers will assess which sectors face the most acute
transition pressure, what governance and investment responses are available, and how
ASEAN can position itself as a rule-setter rather than rule-taker in the autonomous
economy. The session closes with 2–3 concrete cooperation commitments that
participants can advance within 6–12 months. 

10.10am SESSION 2: SOVEREIGN AI
STRATEGIC CHOICES ON DATA, COMPUTE, AND CONTROL

Sovereign AI is rapidly shifting from academic debate to policy imperative. This session
disaggregates the concept into operational decisions: which data classes must remain
under domestic jurisdiction, what compute and cloud arrangements are strategically
acceptable, where partnership and outsourcing are reasonable, and what governance
assurances are non-negotiable. The session aims to produce a concise decision framework
that policymakers and enterprise leaders can apply when evaluating AI partnerships,
procurement, and deployment arrangements. 
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1.45pm SPECIAL ADDRESSES

WELCOME REMARKS
Tan Sri Michael Yeoh

      President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific 
      President, World Digital Chamber (WDC)

SPECIAL ADDRESS 
“From AI Adoption to AI Sovereignty: Malaysia’s Next Economic Advantage”

YB Dato' Indera Mohd Shahar bin Abdullah 
      Deputy Minister of Economy, Malaysia 

SPECIAL ADDRESS
“Ethical AI for Good”

H.E. Dr. Chhem Kieth Rethy
    Senior Minister of the Royal Government of Cambodia
     Chairman of Economic, Social,  & Cultural Council

2.45pm PARALLEL SESSION TRACK A
AGENTIC AI IN THE ENTERPRISE:
GOVERNANCE, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
THE WORKFORCE TRANSITION  

Agentic AI — systems that plan, decide,
and act with minimal human intervention
— is no longer theoretical. This session
treats agentic deployment as an
operating model shift and asks: who is
liable when an agent acts incorrectly, how
do organisations design audit trails and
override protocols, how is business value
measured to avoid wasted investment,
and how should workforce roles evolve as
agents take on higher-order tasks? The
session ends with a practical
"Deployment Guardrails" checklist that
attendees can adapt to their own
organisations. 

PARALLEL SESSION TRACK B
 WOMEN LEADING THE DIGITAL
ECONOMY: TALENT, LEADERSHIP, AND
BIAS-FREE AI

The digital economy's talent and leadership
gap is well-documented; progress has been
slow. This session focuses on actionable
levers: targeted skills pathways that move
women into technical and decision-making
roles, entrepreneurship and funding
structures that lower barriers to entry,
mentorship and sponsorship models that
have demonstrated results, and design
standards that prevent AI-enabled systems
from encoding or amplifying workplace and
service bias. Speakers will commit to
specific, trackable interventions rather than
aspirational pledges. 

3.50pm INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
TAN SRI MICHAEL YEOH
 President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific 
 President, World Digital Chamber (WDC)

SPECIAL ADDRESS
AI, Investment, and the Future of Competitiveness
A Global Perspective on Southeast Asia’s Digital Opportunity

The Rt Hon. Lord Jonathan Marland
      Chairman, The Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment Council (CWEIC)
       Co-Chair, World Digital Chamber (WDC) 
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4.15pm SESSION 3: DIGITAL INCLUSION AS A COMPETITIVE IMPERATIVE

EDUCATION, CONNECTIVITY, AND HEALTH OUTCOMES AT SCALE
Digital inclusion is not a social obligation separate from economic strategy — it is a
competitiveness issue. Economies that fail to extend digital access, literacy, and health
services beyond urban centres will forfeit human capital and consumer market potential.
This session moves from aspiration to measurable delivery: identifying priority populations,
evaluating scalable delivery mechanisms (community infrastructure, digital health
platforms, device and connectivity subsidies), and agreeing on indicators that can be 3
tracked over time. The session ends with 2–3 inclusion commitments, assigned to specific
actors and timelines.

5.15pm End of Summit
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speakers.
YAB Datuk Amar Haji
Fadillah bin Haji Yusof 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Energy Transition and Water
Transformation, Malaysia

OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS SPECIAL ADDRESSES

H.E. Dr. Chhem Kieth Rethy 
Senior Minister of the Royal
Government of Cambodia, and
Chairman of Economic, Social and
Cultural Council

YB Dato' Indera Mohd
Shahar bin Abdullah 
Deputy Minister of Economy,
Malaysia

SPECIAL ADDRESSES

Mr. N. R. Narayana Murthy 
Founder, Infosys Ltd, India
Co-Chair, World Digital Chamber
(WDC)

The Rt Hon. Lord Jonathan
Marland
Chairman, The Commonwealth
Enterprise and Investment Council
(CWEIC) 
Co-Chair, World Digital Chamber
(WDC)

Tan Sri Michael Yeoh
President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific 
President, World Digital Chamber (WDC)

WELCOME REMARKS

Tan Sri Datuk (Dr.) Majid Khan
Chairman, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific



speakers.

Prof. Annie Koh
Professor Emeritus of Finance (Practice),
Singapore Management University 
EXCO Member, ASEAN Economic Club
(AEC)

Ts. Dr. Othman Abdullah
Managing Director, Banking AI and
Islamic Finance, Silverlake Group &
Secretary, AI Malaysia

SESSION 1: BEYOND DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION: ASEAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE AGE OF
AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS

MODERATOR SPEAKERS

Mr. Ryuji Wolf, CFA 
Regional General Manager,
Meridian East
Member, WDC International
Advisory Board

Mr. Lim Fang How
Vice President, Southeast Asia,
Cloudwise International

Mr. Matthew Chen
Chief Executive Officer,
OneConnect Financial Technology
(International)

Mr. Tan Soo Eng 
Senior Solutions Director, Silverlake
Group & AI Malaysia

Mr. Suresh Sidhu 
Chief Executive Officer & Founder,
EdgePoint

SESSION 2: SOVEREIGN AI — STRATEGIC CHOICES ON DATA, COMPUTE, AND CONTROL

MODERATOR SPEAKERS

Mr. Ong Kian Yew
Chief Executive Officer, PIKOM

Ms. Kaylene Wong
Managing Director, John Ethans
International, Singapore

Mr. Azhar Abu Talib
CEO, Malaysia Blockchain Infrastructure
(MBI), MIMOS Berhad

Mr. Muhammad Usman
Head of AI and Ecosystem,
EmbeddedLLM 

Prof. M Nazri Muhd
Chief AI Architect & Advisor AI &
Design-Thinking (AIDT) Lab, KSI
Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific



speakers.

Ms. Sharala Axryd
·Founder & CEO, The Centre of Applied
Data Science (CADS)

Dr. Mazlan Abbas
Chief Executive Officer, FAVORIOT 

TRACK 1: AGENTIC AI IN THE ENTERPRISE: GOVERNANCE, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND THE WORKFORCE
TRANSITION

SPEAKERS

Mr. MV Shankar
Technology Navigator, Asia Pacific
Technology Acceleration Center

Mr. Murugason R. Thangaratnam
Adjunct Professor, UNIMY
CEO, Novem CS, Malaysia

Dato’ Ng Wan Peng
Director, Digital Penang

Dr. Carrine Teoh Chooi Shi
President of the Cybersecurity &
Governance Chapter at the ASEAN CXO
Association

TRACK 2: WOMEN LEADING THE DIGITAL ECONOMY: TALENT, LEADERSHIP, AND BIAS-FREE AI

MODERATOR SPEAKERS

Ms. Yuki Aizawa
Country Director, Women in
Tech® Malaysia
APAC Director, Women in Tech®
Global

Ms. Catherine Lian
General Manager & Technology Sales, IBM ASEAN

Prof. M Nazri Muhd
Chief AI Architect & Advisor AI &
Design-Thinking (AIDT) Lab, KSI
Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific

MODERATOR

Mr. Arne Graeber
Former CEO, Commerz Global Service
Solutions (Commerzbank Group)     
Treasurer, Malaysian German Chamber
of Commerce (MGCC).

Mr. Suman Mahadev Akkiraju
Chief Operating Officer, Entomo PX 



speakers.

Ms. Firoz Abdul Hamid
Strategic Transformation and
Communication Consultant

Mr. Raja Singham
Founder, Managing Director & Chief
Future Officer, BAC Education Group

SESSION 3: DIGITAL INCLUSION AS A COMPETITIVE IMPERATIVE: EDUCATION, CONNECTIVITY, AND
HEALTH OUTCOMES AT SCALE

MODERATOR SPEAKERS

Dr. Chhem Siriwat 
Co-Founder and President of AI
Forum

Dr Mohammad Reza Beikzadeh
Chief Scientific Director & Co-Founder,
Board of AI Hub

Mr. Hamidi Halim
Chief Executive Officer - Abroad
EduWorld Sdn Bhd



Where Leaders Meet
For the Common Good Kingsley Advisory & Strategic Initiatives Sdn Bhd

A-08-01, Plaza Mont Kiara , 2, Jalan Kiara, Mont Kiara, 50480, Kuala Lumpur Malaysiawww.kasi.asia
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