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Assalamualaikum, Salam Sejahtera, good afternoon, and 
konnichiwa 
 
Tan Sri Michael Yeoh 
Chairman, ASEAN Economic Club (AEC) & 
President, KSI Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific 
 
H.E. Shikata Noriyuki 
Ambassador of Japan to Malaysia 
 
H.E. Ardasher Qodiri 
Ambassador of Tajikistan to Malaysia 
 
H.E. Juraj Koudelka 
Ambassador of Czech Republic to Malaysia 
 
H.E. Abdelhafid Bounour 
Ambassador of Algeria to Malaysia 
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H.E. Mr Rabin Gungoo 
High Commissioner of Mauritius to Malaysia 
  
H.E. Dr. Hennadii Nadolenko  
Ambassador of Ukraine to Malaysia 
 
Tan Sri-Tan Sri,  
 
Distinguished Speakers & Guests,  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
Allow me to begin with a timeless Malay pantun: [poem] 
 
Pulau Pandan jauh ke tengah, 
Gunung Daik bercabang tiga; 
Hancur badan dikandung tanah, 
Budi yang baik dikenang juga. 
 
Loosely translated, it reminds us that while our physical 
presence is temporary, our values, integrity, and service will 
continue to be remembered. Leadership, therefore, should 
never be measured solely by the office we hold or the 
honours we receive, but by the trust we earn, the institutions 
we strengthen and the positive difference we make in the 
lives of others. 
 
It is therefore both a privilege and a humbling honour to be 
with you this afternoon at the Tenth Asia Economic and 
Entrepreneurship Summit. 
 
My sincere appreciation goes to the KSI Strategic Institute 
for Asia Pacific, the ASEAN Economic Club, the World 
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Business Chamber and PBEC for your gracious invitation 
and for conferring upon me the Asia Pacific Distinguished 
Leader Award. 
 
May I congratulate all the organisers for sustaining this 
important Summit over the past decade. Ten years of 
bringing together leaders from government, business, 
academia and civil society is itself a remarkable contribution 
towards regional understanding and cooperation. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I accept this award with deep humility. 
 
I receive it not as a personal achievement, but as a 
recognition of the institution that I have the privilege to 
serve—the Senate of Malaysia the highest legislative body in 
the country which provides check and balance to the 
legislative process undertaken by the executive and lower 
house;  
 
Article 45 provides: 
 
The Senate shall consist of elected and appointed members: 
 
(a) Two members for each State shall be elected; and 
 
(aa) Two members for the Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur, 
one member for the Federal Territory of Labuan and one 
member for the Federal Territory of Putrajaya shall be 
appointed by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong; and 
 
(b) Forty members shall be appointed by the Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong. 
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The members to be appointed by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong 
shall be persons who in his opinion have rendered 
distinguished public service or have achieved distinction in 
the professions, commerce, industry, agriculture, cultural 
activities or social service or are representative of racial 
minorities or are capable of representing the interests of 
aborigines. 
 
Public office is ultimately a public trust. 
 
Every decision we make, every debate we conduct, and every 
law we scrutinise must be guided not by personal interest 
but by the enduring principles of integrity, accountability, 
and service to the nation. 
 
Recognition from KSI is particularly meaningful because the 
Institute has established itself as a respected regional 
thought leader, consistently encouraging dialogue that 
bridges governments, businesses, and communities 
throughout the Asia-Pacific. 
 
I therefore accept this honour as both an encouragement and 
a reminder—to continue serving with humility, conviction 
and an unwavering commitment to principled leadership. 
 
Distinguished Guests, 
 
We gather at a time when the global landscape is becoming 
increasingly complex. 
 
Geopolitical tensions continue to reshape international 
relations. 
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Supply chains are being reconfigured. Technological 
disruption is transforming industries at unprecedented 
speed. Energy security, climate resilience, and food security 
have become central concerns of every nation. Trade is 
increasingly influenced not only by economics but also by 
strategic competition. In such an environment, resilience has 
become one of the defining qualities of successful nations 
and successful enterprises alike. 
 
Resilience, however, is not built overnight. It is built upon 
strong institutions. It is built upon good governance. It is 
built upon transparency, accountability, and public 
confidence. 
 
These are values that Parliament, and particularly the Senate, 
seeks to uphold. 
 
As the Upper House of Parliament, the Senate serves as a 
Chamber of deliberation, reflection and check and balance. 
Our responsibility extends beyond passing legislation. 
 
We seek to ensure that laws are carefully examined, national 
policies are thoughtfully debated and future generations are 
considered in today’s decisions. Measured deliberation 
should never be mistaken for delay. Rather, it represents the 
discipline of responsible governance. 
 
The same principle applies equally to business. Sustainable 
enterprises are rarely built upon short-term gains. They are 
built upon trust, sound governance, ethical leadership and 
long-term vision. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 



6 

 

Malaysia’s continued progress depends not only on 
economic growth but equally on the strength of its 
democratic institutions. 
 
Strong institutions provide certainty. Certainty attracts 
investment. Investment creates opportunities. Opportunities 
improve lives. For this reason, governance and economic 
prosperity are inseparable. Neither government nor business 
can succeed in isolation. Public institutions establish the 
legal and regulatory framework that enables confidence. 
Entrepreneurs transform innovation into opportunity. 
Investors create employment. Academia develops talent. 
Civil society ensures inclusiveness and accountability. Each 
complements the other. 
 
That is why resilience is fundamentally a shared endeavour. 
No nation can build resilience alone. No institution can 
achieve it by itself. And no business can flourish in the 
absence of stable institutions and good governance. 
The Senate of Malaysia remains committed to constructive 
engagement with all stakeholders, including the private 
sector. 
 
We welcome informed dialogue on public policy, regulatory 
reform, sustainability, technological innovation and inclusive 
economic development. The perspectives exchanged at 
gatherings such as this Summit enrich policy discussions 
and contribute to better governance.  
 
Indeed, leadership in today’s world demands more than 
competence. It requires courage to make difficult decisions. 
It requires wisdom to balance competing interests. Above all, 
it requires integrity, because without integrity, leadership 
loses legitimacy. Trust remains the most valuable currency 
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in both public service and business. It cannot be purchased 
& legislated. It must be earned consistently through 
responsible conduct and ethical leadership. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
As ASEAN continues its journey towards greater regional 
integration, our collective success will depend on leaders 
who are prepared to work across borders, sectors and 
disciplines.  
 
We must strengthen partnerships rather than divisions, 
promote cooperation rather than confrontation. And ensure 
that economic progress remains inclusive, sustainable and 
beneficial to future generations. 
 
This Summit has, over the past decade, provided precisely 
such a platform—bringing together ideas, experience and 
partnerships that contribute towards a stronger and more 
resilient Asia-Pacific. 
 
Once again, I express my heartfelt gratitude to KSI Strategic 
Institute for Asia Pacific and all co-organisers for this 
distinguished recognition. 
 
My congratulations to everyone who has contributed to 
making this Tenth Asia Economic and Entrepreneurship 
Summit another meaningful success. 
 
I wish all participants fruitful discussions during the 
remainder of the Summit and extend my warmest 
congratulations to all recipients of the Asia Business Awards 
this evening. 
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Allow me to conclude with this thought. 
 
Leadership is never about status. It is about stewardship. It 
is never about authority alone. It is about responsibility. 
 
And ultimately, the true measure of leadership lies not in the 
titles we bear, but in the lives we improve, the institutions we 
strengthen and the legacy we leave. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Terima kasih. Wabillahi Taufik Wal Hidayah. 
Wassalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 


