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It Is a great honour for me to be here today
to deliver the opening keynote address at the

2026 Asia Economic & Entrepreneurship Summit

in Kuala Lumpur./I would like to extend my

sincere gratitude to the ASEAN Economic Club,
the World Business Chamber, the KSI Strategic
Institute for Asia Pacific, and the Pacific Basin
Economic Council for organizing this important
platform, which brings together policymakers,
business leaders, entrepreneurs, and experts

froim across the region.

Today, my central message is simple: by

combining Japan’s technological and industrial
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strengths  with | Malaysia * s

%mism,

\

connectivity and talent, our two countries can

\\

turn shared challenges into shared opportunities

and help build resilient, responsible and future-

ready enterprises across Asia.
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Under Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae’s

leadership, Japan has reinforced its strong
commitment to ASEAN and Malaysia. In October
2025, just five days after taking office, Prime
Minister Takaichi made Kuala Lumpur her first

overseas destination as Prime Minister to attend

the ASEAN-related Summit Meetings. At the
(_fast Ootober

ASEAN-Japan Summit!” the leaders reaffirmed

the synergies between the Free and Open Indo-

Pacific (FOIP) and ASEAN's Outlook on the Indo-

Pacific' (AOIP).
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The FOIP, first introduced by Prime Minister

/

/

// ADe Shinzo in 2016, has continued to gain r
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momentu ~In May —Prime )

Minister Takaichi outlined an updated FOIP,("\ i

eémphasizing cooperation with ASEAN member
states, including Malaysia, to enhance resilien%t, —
St havigatiors [ diverthd b/
and erve freedo er’ebg% making the "zz.
Tk e révIome e of-Low \ ‘ r
region stronger and more prosperous. S/ alee
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Subsequently, during Prime Minister Dato’

Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s visit to Japan in June, the
two leaders agreed toxdeepen cooperation In

areas suclﬁ as economic trade .relations,
’ ) (o TnveF o>

maritime security and safety, Al, and people-to-

N

people exchanges.

In this context, Prime Minister Takaichi’s

growth strategy identifies 17 strategic fields,

S—
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mcludlng energy securlty,\(AI semlconductors
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and othens “These fields are advanced through

,publlc prlvate ~cooperation, focusmg on
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mvestment\m crisis management an gfrog-\h
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Many of these areas align closely with Malaysia’s

,,jwo( a% priorities.

Japan and Malaysia ' g cooperation IS

especially focused on the following jogﬁrﬂk__eﬁy_ﬁ areas,

ﬁ‘\

which incorporate the 17/ strategic fields as

integral components.

First, (*pi'e”a’s“’é‘”aﬂo‘vv me:tcr—tauch /’Q

technology and industrial transformatnon.

Malaysia has established itself as a key

player in the global semiconductor ecosystem,
T~ AT —

accounting for approximately 13% of global
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semiconductor assembly, testing, and packaging. u/"”f'

Japanese companies complement this by leading CM

in advanced materials, precision engineering, @
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and manufacturing technologies. Together, these AZ

strengths form a robust regional technology
T

ecosystem.

Within this domain, cooperation also
extends to <§I> and digital technologies,
exemplified by the establis;\ment of the Japan—__

Malaysia Al Platform in June, which fosters co-
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creation of Al solutions as well as Al safety and
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| s 1
@/zmal minerals and rare earth supply chain/s)

which are vital for semiconductors, electric

|

|

&/\___\fvehicfs, and clean energy technologies supports
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supply chain resilience and diversification.

There are also opportunities for Japan and
\ Ll
Malaysia to Wtogether In various related

strateglc fields including advanced( medical

e
\
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research such as clinical drug discovery,
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preparedness]and satelllte data utlllzatlon) The

anlmatlon and ~content | industries, smart
—ALCUSWIES," *

——

agnculturel shipping, and shlpbuuldlﬁare also

i ASambhentet B

promising sectors under this umbrella.

Second, I would like to address energy

security and transition.

Malaysia serves as a trusted energy partner

to Japan, particularly th(rough liquefied natural

gas (LNG) supply. Both countries are committed
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LO advancing a sustainable enerqgy future,

1 l)('llf=vr~/ efforts—are in-—place-to-develop
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Malaysia“as a production hub fodgreen hydrogen
and ammonii, aligning with Japan’s green

transformation.strategy. In addition, Malaysia’s
(XY
~tropical  climate supports projects involving——,
| | / ////x'///"f AL ’/(//”' |
algae-derived  bio-based  feedstocks = -and

sustainable aviation fue/l contrlbutung further to /

clean energy goals. /( AT ;‘ b prodacce )

Furthermore nitiatives such as. Japan’ sl n v
, @ 4(/)14110»«“‘_/ /J’/ PM Taka t((/bt ke i) e
| POWERR A.naY and the Asia Zero /Emission
won Apan
Community (AZEC) foster practical, balanced,
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and equitable approaches to decarbonization
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that harmonlze/ economic growth, energy
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security, and environmental sustainability.

POWERR Gana ; Partnership on Uide Enes ons?

Qesouries. Reslionts G s € serogian) ASEANG
(//Wl/\%/j “““W'“ (WOZ ct 22 o @ X cfr.»{ vos il lemee
Qwvr.(U@Q fudd Wl’/i’f~1

/er,ovw LWL(?MH 2/ (Vi

o ol o et




Third, we must focus on maritime

—

_Security and safety, as well as regional
stability.

The sea lanes connecting Japan and

Malaysia—including the Strait of Malacca, the

‘South China Sea, and the East China Sea—are

\

vital for trade, energy security, and, economic

(o>

wellbeing. Ensuring these, remain safe, secure,

and open is a shared priority.
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- Japan and Malaysia, as maritime nations,

//Yj/l/ 255
akrej committed to the rule of law, freedom of

——

navigation, and peaceful resolution of disputes.

_Strengthening _maritime security and safety

—

contributes to regional stability and prosperity in

the Indo-Pacific.
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And fourth, I would like to emphasize

the importance of people-to-people ties.

While technology, energy, and security are
crucial, the foundation of our relationship is built
S
upon people-to-people \Le@nneetleﬁs/

| TOFY
S/
Governments cre%t%@\ﬁ%eworks but lasting

—

relationships are built @‘sfudénts, researchers,

\

engineers, entrepreneurs, and citizens learning

and working together. These ties facilitate
collaboration across industries, research,
resilient governance, and promote a sustainable,

prosperous future.

In summary, these four key areas —

i e \2/ ]

) technology and |ndustr|a)§ransformat|on , energy
(2

securlw and transition; marltlme securlty and

/

safety and regional stablllty, and «Qeople -{0-

o 7 @




people ties—form the pillars of Japan-Malaysia

O,

cooperation. g

————

Importantly, these pillars closely align with
the 17 strategic fields outlined in Prime Minister
Takaichi ©'s Growth Strategy. This strategy
encompassés a broad range of sectors, including

AlI, semiconductors, cybersecurity, critical

minerals, green transformation, advanced
medical research, and more, all of which are
naturally integrated within the four key areas I

have described.

This alignment ensures that our bilateral

cooperation remains comprehensive, strategic,

E W Sustainable
and positioned to foster resilientvgrowth and

shared prosperity for both our nations and the

—————— -_—
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wider, region.
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Looking ahead to 2027, the 70th
g e

OUN ,
_anniversary Om&c”@lations ‘between

Japan and Malaysia will be an excellent occasion

to reflect on our achievements and deepen

 noitlse. collaboration. T hope this milestone year will be

marked by co-creating the future through

innovation, adaptability and inclusive growth,

thus contributing to a more stable and strong

Indo-Pacific region.

In closing, the Asia Economic &

P

Entrepreneurship Summit provides an ideal

// ° - .
platform to reaffirm our commitment to regional

integration, resilience, and shared prosperity. AS

e

' equal and strategic partners, Japan and Malaysia

will lead the way in building resilient, responsible,

and jggure-readwterprises. To the business
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leaders and entrepreneurs gathered here today,

L invite you to transform the Japan -Malaysia

3 . ()H\

partnership into new mvestment entures and

nractical solutions to our shared challenges. [

wish all of you a fruitful summit.

Thank you very much. Terima kasih. &DME
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