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Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is a pleasure to be with you at the 5th Malaysia Sustainability Leadership Summit.

| am particularly pleased to see so many parts of Malaysian society represented in this

room.



Policymakers.

Government officials.

Parliamentarians.

Business leaders.

Civil society and community leaders.

That matters.

Both because the Sustainable Development Goals have never been the responsibility of
governments alone and because the Goals are not only about economic growth.

They are about creating societies that are prosperous, inclusive and resilient.

They are about decent jobs and livelihoods.

About protecting our planet.

About reducing inequality.

About ensuring that people — particularly those most at risk of being left behind — can
share in progress.

And making this happen requires more than one set of skills, one institution, or one
sector.

Governments can drive progress towards the SDGs — and Malaysia is a case in point of
what is possible when a government is focused on advancing the SDGs through
measurement, financing, and policy. But governments can only go so far.

Businesses play a critical role — by creating jobs, investing capital, developing

technologies and driving innovation.



And through how they conduct themselves: greening production, being inclusive and
respecting human rights.

Civil society plays a critical role by bringing knowledge, accountability and the voices of
communities who are closest to the ground and know their local needs.

So it's wonderful to see you come together today to explore how to accelerate progress
towards the SDGs.

To start what | hope will be a day of rich discussions, let me offer three thoughts on
ingredients of success:

a shared commitment to delivery;

to a new kind of growth; and to a readiness to make hard decisions.

First, we need a shared commitment to delivery.

Today, the world is off track on the Sustainable Development Goals.

With less than four years remaining until 2030, the latest UN assessment shows that
only about one-third of SDG targets are on track or are making moderate progress.
Another third are making only marginal progress.

And a final third are stagnant or moving backwards.

For Malaysia, the picture is better. Fifty-eight percent of targets are on track.

But 29 percent remain off track, and 13 per cent lack sufficient data to make a
judgement.

So we have gaps left to close and needs to be met.

But in those gaps are opportunities. To redouble our efforts, identify what works, and

come together to create scale for successful solutions.



Health.

Food.

Education.

Climate.

Water.

Livelihoods.

They are not separate challenges.

They are connected.

And understanding those connections requires different perspectives, different
expertise, and different experiences.

Science.

Academia.

Young people.

Civil society.

Communities.

Business.

All have arole.

All bring something different to the table. And that is precisely why partnership matters
and all of you coming together in this room is so valuable.

The SDGs were never 17 separate boxes.

They were designed as mutually reinforcing pathways.



Our implementation must reflect that.

So we need to move:

From commitments to delivery.

From pilots to scale.

From ambition to implementation.

And from individual projects to systemic change.

Ladies and gentlemen,

That brings me to my second point: we need a new kind of growth.

The past generations have seen this country and indeed this part of the world transform,
with improvements in incomes and human development that are unprecedented in
history. Those improvements are real and changed the lives of millions of people.

But they came at a cost to the planet, that we now know to be unsustainable. We need
more growth — globally 1.2 billion people are forecast to enter the labor market over the
next decade, but on current trends only 400 million jobs will be created.

So we need a different kind of growth — one that works with the planet rather than
against it and that creates wealth not at the expense of tomorrow’s generations, but as
a foundation for them.

Growth that creates jobs and raises incomes and improves productivity.

But also growth that strengthens communities, protects the environment, builds
resilience — and leaves fewer people behind.

We need a new kind of growth.

Not growth versus sustainability.



But growth through sustainability.

There are win-win solutions to today’s problems.

Solutions that are good for people.

Good for business.

Good for government.

And good for the planet.

If sustainability can be financially viable, commercially attractive and economically
productive, we can move from isolated projects to systemic change.

We can mobilise capital.

Create incentives.

And take solutions to scale.

And the countries that find, develop, and execute these solutions will create blueprints
for a sustainable future, markets for their companies, and demand for their services.
When | was taught economics in graduate school in the US — which | should note is not
that long ago — the common wisdom was that companies and governments should
operate entirely independent of one another: that government should make rules,
businesses should follow them, and that influence across these spheres by its very
nature would feed corruption, inefficiency, and rent-seeking.

That theory was never fully applied in practice, in the US or elsewhere. But | think today,
it is increasingly being called into question. Industrial policy is back — for better or for

WOrse.



I'm clear eyed about the risks, but | also see the opportunity that we have here in
Malaysia, with close connections between the private and public sectors. If we can get
to a space where the private sector plays a meaningful and constructive role in
identifying and executing win-win opportunities, Malaysia has the potential to develop
and deliver that new kind of growth.

Successful businesses bring capital, technology and innovation. But they also meet
their obligations to society.

They adopt fair hiring practices. Reduce pollution and environmental degradation.
Embrace reuse, recycling and resource efficiency.

And they know how to take something that works and make it bigger.

We should use that capability.

And likewise government, through common sense regulations, can ensure that
businesses driving sustainability don't lose out in a race to the bottom.

This is where partnership becomes essential.

We need investment that makes the transition possible.

Regulation that provides certainty.

Innovation that reduces the cost of transition.

Finance that rewards sustainable choices.

And partnerships that share risk where markets alone cannot.

There is a major opportunity here.

The transition to a low-carbon economy can create new industries, technologies, jobs

and markets.



But we have to be willing to move.

Not eventually.

Now.

Sustainability of course is not only about carbon.

It is about people.

Whether a child has access to quality education.

Whether a woman can participate fully in the economy.

Whether a person with a disability can access public services and employment.
Malaysia has made significant development gains.

But averages can hide realities.

A country can move forward while some people continue to struggle.

That is why Leaving No One Behind has to be more than a slogan.

It must be a test.

A test of our policies.

Our investments.

Our partnerships.

Government can lead and create the enabling environment.

Business can bring investment, innovation, technology and scale — and contribute to a
fair labour market and a more inclusive economy.

Communities bring knowledge of what is actually happening on the ground.
And the United Nations can help connect these strengths.

We can bring evidence.



International standards and norms.

Global experience.

Technical expertise.

And we can bring people together.

But we cannot substitute for national leadership.
We cannot substitute for private investment.

For community ownership.

And we cannot substitute for political courage.
That responsibility belongs to all of us.

That is what a whole-of-nation approach means.
Not everyone doing the same thing.

But everyone contributing what they do best.

And connecting those contributions towards a common obijective.

And that brings me to the last point | want to leave you with today.

With progress lagging and 2030 approaching, partnerships alone are not enough.

We need to be brave.

We need to be brave in policy.

Change policies that no longer serve the future we want.

Remove barriers to sustainable investment.

Make difficult choices today for benefits that may only become visible tomorrow.

Be brave in business.

Invest ahead of the curve.



Look beyond the next quarter.

See sustainability not as a compliance cost, but as a source of resilience, innovation
and competitive advantage.

Be brave in finance.

Direct capital towards the transitions Malaysia needs.

Reward long-term value.

Find new ways to finance solutions that are good for people and for nature.

And be brave in partnership.

Bringing people to the table who were not there before.

Listening meaningfully — not simply to consult, but to understand.

Listen to lived realities, to communities, to citizen-generated data.

And listen to the evidence of who is being left behind — and why.

We have to be brave enough to admit when something does not work.

To learn.

Adapt.

Change course when the evidence tells us to.

Because the next few years are not simply about delivering on the promise of the SDGs.
They are also about building the foundations of the Malaysia we want beyond 2030 — a
Malaysia of opportunities for all, and with wealth that lasts across generations.

Thank you.
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